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When we began this journey through the Humboldt Residency Programme 2024, we were not 
simply gathering to discuss sustainability or research. We came together to listen 4 to one another, 
to the Earth, and to the wisdom that lives quietly within communities and cultures across the world. 
We came with different stories, disciplines, and languages, yet were bound by one shared question: 
how can knowledge truly serve people and the planet, and not just power?

Li�te�i�g a� a For� of K�owi�g

Over the months of the Residency, we realised that listening is the first step to transformation. 
Listening to farmers and fishers, to healers and elders, to scientists and youth leaders 4 all of whom 
carry pieces of truth that are too often unheard. True sustainability begins when we allow these 
many ways of knowing to meet as equals. It asks us to slow down, to see that expertise does not 
only live in institutions, but in experience. It reminds us that progress is not measured by 
domination, but by dialogue.

Deep Li�te�i�g
Moving beyond hearing 
words to understanding 
the wisdom embedded in 
lived experiences and 
traditional practices

Equal Voice�
Creating spaces where 
academic knowledge and 
community wisdom hold 
equal weight in shaping 
solutions

Tra��for�ative 
Dialogue
Recognizing that 
meaningful change begins 
when we slow down and 
genuinely engage with 
diverse perspectives
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Ma�y World�, O�e Future
The stories in this issue 4 from the sacred knowledge of Arochukwu, to the shezhire genealogies of 
Kazakhstan, to the climate resilience of Tuvalu and the volunteer movements of Central Asia 4 
show that the future of our planet cannot be built by one worldview alone. Each contribution 
carries the heartbeat of a place. Together, they form a map of interconnected wisdoms 4 living 
proof that there is no single road to sustainability. There are many roads, and they all matter. This 
is what it means to bridge power and knowledge: to make space for every voice, and to weave a 
future strong enough to hold them all.

Local K�owledge

I�dige�ou� 
Wi�do��

Cli�ate 
Re�ilie�ce

Volu�teer 
Move�e�t�

I�terco��ected 
Pat��

"Each contribution carries the heartbeat of a place. Together, they form a map of 
interconnected wisdoms 4 living proof that there is no single road to sustainability."

I��ovatio� wit� a Soul
Technology and innovation are vital 4 but only when they carry humanity with them. As we read 
about weather-information systems designed for smallholder farmers, or biogas projects rooted in 
local cooperation, we are reminded that innovation must never erase context. Progress that forgets 
people is no progress at all. The most powerful tools are not just digital or mechanical; they are 
relational 4 trust, respect, empathy, and co-creation.
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Hu�a�-Ce�tered 
Tec��ology
Weather-information systems 
designed for smallholder 
farmers demonstrate how 
innovation serves community 
needs

Local Cooperatio�
Biogas projects rooted in 
community partnerships show 
the power of collective 
innovation

Relatio�al Tool�
The most powerful innovations 
are built on trust, respect, 
empathy, and co-creation 
between communities

W�at We Lear�ed
From this experience, three lessons remain with us:

1
K�owledge �u�t be ��ared, �ot ow�ed
Every community holds wisdom that can transform the world if given the chance to 
speak.

2
Collaboratio� i� a� act of courage
It means stepping out of comfort zones, unlearning hierarchies, and embracing the 
vulnerability of learning from others.

3
Hope i� a practice
Even amid inequality and crisis, hope is the quiet force that keeps us building, 
imagining, and believing in better.

Reflection: These lessons emerged not from academic theory, but from the lived reality 
of working across cultures, disciplines, and power structures throughout our residency 
journey.
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Ot�er outco�e� of t�e re�ide�cy

A collaborative residency zine featuring brief 
essays, reviews, illustrations, and reflections on 
power and knowledge.

We Don't Talk Anymore

Tlamelo Makati9s short film uses the cultural 
and historical significance of Afro hair braiding 
to explore efforts to erase traditional 
knowledge4and its resilience.

Between Walls and Words
In collaboration with Puneh Abdi (democ e.V.), 
Amie Liebowitz interviews residents of 
Teterow, prompting reflections on their 
neighbourhood and the power structures 
embedded in its architecture and social life.

Policy Paper: Funding Equitable Research 
Internationalisation
Recommendations for German research and 
funding organisations on fostering fair, 
collaborative research partnerships with low- 
and middle-income countries (LMICs).
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Toward� S�ared Future�
The Humboldt Residency reminded us that knowledge is alive 4 it grows when nurtured, it crosses 
boundaries when invited, and it heals when shared. As editors and as humans, we carry deep 
gratitude for every author, advisor, and community represented in these pages. Each voice adds a 
new colour to the spectrum of understanding we need to sustain this planet.

This issue is not an ending, but a beginning 4 a bridge stretching from the familiar to the possible. 
May it inspire you, the reader, to listen more deeply, to collaborate more bravely, and to imagine 
more generously. Let us continue to build a world where power and knowledge walk hand in hand 4 
not as rivals, but as partners in creating a just and sustainable future for all.
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Lk�a��ure · Tla�elo Makati · Babita Paudel · S�adrac� Teryla Uku�a.
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